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English version: Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, Pallickal Branch
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"Her timing always amused Dev. Bankers. He smiled to himself"... the mention of bankers
anywhere makes us prick up our ears. Today, we present before you a Talented Banker who has
penned a novel recently, named "Halfway in Love" under the pseudonym Vijay Nair, whose
words are mentioned in the beginning:

Vijay Kumar S
State Bank of India
Mannur Branch, Palakkad

"Halfway in Love" revolves around the journey of love of a youth who grows from being an
entrepreneur in the textile mill to being the head of many real estate firms. Vijay reveals that his
childhood and youth were influenced tremendously by the ways of living of people in the textile
industries in Thirupur. His parents, (late) Sundareswaran Nair and Santhakumariyamma, who
belonged to Palakkad, worked in one such mill.

His primary schooling was from Palakkad Thathamangalam Government School after which he
completed his studies till the 12th grade from Palakkad Jawahar Navodaya School and passed
out with flying colours. He used to write short stories and poetries from the time he was a 7th
grader. After completing his school education, he worked in a textile mill for one year. He
believes that many pages of his debut novel are inked from his experiences during this one year.
And then he became a sailor in the Indian Navy.

It was while serving in the Navy that his dreams of pursuing his studies found wings. He
completed his graduation and MBA during this time. The insights given by his Navy life during
the time of peace and during the Kargil war days, have made him a stronger person, says a
proud Vijay. He said goodbye to the Navy in the year 2011 and joined State Bank of Travancore
in the clerical cadre in 2013. His first posting was in Ollukkara branch, Thrissur. Then he got a
transfer to T B Road branch, Palakkad. After merger, he joined RASMECC Palakkad and then was
transferred to his present branch, Mannur.

While working in RASMECC Palakkad, he walked back to the world of words. There, he wrote
special wish notes to those colleagues celebrating their birthdays. Deeply impressed by his
musings, they encouraged him to write more - they were the reason for the birth of his novel.
"You have one month to go. By then you should get a novel ready", this was the task given by
his senior, Smt. Soumya... and "Halfway in Love" was born. The love expressed by the mother,



sister, and lover embodiments in the characters Sarada, Sukanya Saktivel, Gayathri, and Revathy
- set in the ambiance of textile mills and banking, is really palpable in the pages of the novel.

This write-up wouldn't be complete without mentioning the words of his senior Soumya from
Palakkad SBI. "Vijay Kumar is very meticulous and professional in his banking career, and this
makes him a favorite in the office. He would walk kilometers to reach the office daily. Daily he
would magic a special note with his pen. The birthdays and other special days of all colleagues
would be made super-special by Vijay, with his wish notes. He understood his colleagues inside
out and would describe them in his notes. On reading his short stories, his potential was gauged
and he was asked to spend 15 minutes daily on creative writing. That target is now in front of us
in book form: "Halfway in Love"! Vijay had been a trainer while in the Navy. He is an excellent
banker as well."

He is a contented man loved by his wife, Smt. Rasmi, a music teacher, his 4th grader daughter
Amaya and his beloved mother Santhakumari. Rasmi Vijay has sung in many bank celebrations.

Vijay started posting his musings recently in our group. He finds our group an encouragement to
share his poetry and thoughts daily. And to write more... May he be blessed to write more
poetically day by day. We wish him and his family all happiness and prosperity ahead!



